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Dear Parent and Carers 
 
Re: Mobile Phone Policy for 2020 and trial day Tuesday 3 December 2019 
 
The mobile phone policy announced recently by the government bans the use of mobile phone by 
students from the start of the school day to the end of the school day, and includes break times. At 
ASHS we will sound a siren at 8.30am and 3.10pm to alert staff and students to the official start and 
end of the school day. 
 
We strongly encourage mobile phones to be left at home. If brought to school students will need to 
ensure their mobile phone is turned off and away for the rest of the day, unless directed by the teacher 
to use in class. Mobile phones include smart watches, earbuds and headphones. 
 
We have conducted workshops with staff and students to identify possible issues and concerns with 
this policy change. Leaving mobile phones at home is encouraged. Some identified concerns included 
phone security if confiscated, casual work and employers making contact with students during the 
school day, increased conflict due to non-compliance and this impacting classes. To assist students to 
comply, an offer to hand in their phone at the Front Office at the start of the trial day is being made. 
 
There are a planned set of consequences for non-compliance with the new 2020 policy.  These 
escalate from: 

 Removal and student to collect at the end of the day. 

 Removal and parent called to collect after the end of the day, and issuing of a bluey, which will 
contribute to the loss of good standing. 

 Removal, a bluey and a conference with the student and parent to decide on consequences 
which could include handing in the phone at the start of every day for a period of time and 
banning having a phone at school for a period of time. 

 
Students who refuse to hand over their phone will be dealt with under behaviour management 
processes and this could lead to suspension. 
 
To assist the school to refine processes for this policy change, we are planning a trial day on  
Tuesday, 3 December. Students will be briefed the previous day to ensure they understand the policy 
and what they can and can’t do. Staff will be briefed and processes to safely collect and store phones 
will be refined, during and after the trial. 
 
Parents and carers can support us through discussing the change in policy with their student 
encouraging phones to be left at home and how to handle the trial day responsibly.  Ensuring your child 
is organised and prepared for after school arrangements will assist compliance with this change.  If you 
need to contact your child during this day, then please do so through student services. 
 
The draft policy will be refined based on feedback from this trial, so we can be fully prepared for 
implementation in 2020. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Jenny Firth 
Principal 
 
27 November 2019 
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